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Beatrix of Modena; Marie Christine, whose husband
was now the Palatine of Hungary; and Maximilian,
who took Holy Orders, her children were a source of
constant anxiety to her. " Formerly my children were
my joy/' she confessed to her old friend Countess Edling,
" but now they cause me worry and sorrow."
For the moment she was particularly concerned with
finding suitable husbands for her unmarried daughters,
and by suitable, of course, she meant politically useful
husbands. Besides, she was uneasy about her daughters*
financial position. Francis had not made provision for
any of his children except Joseph, and their mother
wondered quite rightly who would support them in
their old age. For she was fully aware that Joseph
disliked his brothers and sisters—with the exception of
Leopold—quite as heartily as they disliked him and each
other. In her letters Maria Theresa tended to stimulate
their mutual distrust by complaining of one to the other.
The Empress frequently complained to her older
children about her two younger daughters, Caroline
and Amalia, whom she married off in 1768 and 1769.
The Archduchess Caroline, who was only fifteen, took
her dead sister Josepha's place and married King
Ferdinand IV. of Naples. As " dear Queen Caroline "
she played a part in the biography of Nelson's lady
Hamilton. Maria Theresa was really angry when she
heard that Caroline cried and screamed in rage and
despair when she and her retinue crossed the Neapolitan
border, Caroline did not want to marry a stranger,
she was home-sick, and the first months she spent in
Naples were a nightmare for her. Her mother's repre-
sentatives in Naples had been instructed to report to
Vienna on her behaviour, and the child was tormented
by Maria Theresa's severe letters. Phrases such as

